2026 NATIONAL HEADLINER
AWARD WINNERS

2026 — Print / Photo

NEWSPAPERS AND NEWS ORGANIZATIONS WRITING AND REPORTING
Newspapers Breaking News
First Place

“Texas Flood Disaster”

Staff of San Antonio Express-News, Austin American-Statesman and Houston Chronicle

Judges’ comments: The combined efforts of the three newspapers showed strong
varied coverage of a horriffic event with a clear demonstration of a community nework
that allowed reporters to cover the whole story quickly. Early reports show important
information for locals and later reports speak truth to power by fact checking official
statements, and bring dignity to the victims with profiles. Overall and fantastic, well
rounded and important entry.

Second Place

‘Chicago-born Robert Prevost becomes Pope Leo XIV”
Chicago Tribune Staff

Third Place

“Trump says he'll send troops to Portland”

The Oregonian/OregonLive staff

The Oregonian/OregonLive

Newspapers local news beat coverage or continuing story in top 20 media market
First Place

“Chicago Under ICE”

Dan Mihalopoulos, Lauren FitzPatrick, Chip Mitchell, Tom Schuba, Sophie Sherry and
Frank Main

WBEZ Chicago and Chicago Sun-Times


https://www.expressnews.com/news/article/guadalupe-river-flooding-evacuations-20422474.php
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/05/08/robert-prevost-chicago-pope-xiv/?utm_campaign=source-feedback
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2025/09/trump-says-hell-send-troops-to-portland-authorizes-full-force.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2025/09/30/transcript-audio-gregory-bovino-arrestees-downtown-chicago-chosen-how-they-look?utm_content=nvg

Judges’ comments: In a crowded field filled with a number of strong examples of beat
reporting, the Sun-Times and WBEZ coverage of the Trump administration's immigration
crackdown stood out for its detailed, shoe-leather reporting that showed the real-life toll
on families and individuals caught up in the chaos.

Second Place
“Turmoil, Discontent and Theft at the LIRR”
Alfonso A. Castillo

Newsday
Third Place

“A3 Foundation package”

Douglas Hanks

Miami Herald

Newspapers local news beat coverage or continuing story not in top 20 media
market

First Place

“The Intersection”

Noelle Crombie
The Oregonian/OregonLive

Judges’ comments: Crombie hits all the bases in her beat reporting: Writing, sourcing,
shoe leather, determination and readability. Through widely different topics, her
storytelling keeps the reader engaged and fascinated by the facts and characters in
each compelling tale.

Second Place

"The KCED Files"

Judy L. Thomas and Mike Hendricks
The Kansas City Star

Third Place

“Rural community coverage in NW Washington”

Sophia Gates

Cascadia Daily News

Newspapers international news beat coverage or continuing story

First Place


https://www.newsday.com/long-island/transportation/penn-station-future-g4rrxdt6
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article311147910.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2025/12/he-tried-to-save-himself-an-11-year-old-died-instead.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article306413761.html
https://www.cascadiadaily.com/2025/feb/19/two-years-and-one-dome-later-oculis-lodge-founder-is-asking-for-another-1-2m/

“The Trump / Africa Divide”

The Center for Collaborative Investigative Journalism

Judges’ comments: Clear, concise and deeply human, this package cut straight to the
point while illuminating the sweeping international ramifications of the Trump
administration's foreign aid decisions — capturing how billions disappeared almost
overnight and how African countries scrambled to respond. That this was achieved with
a lean team of part-time journalists and freelancers, scraping inaccessible data and
analyzing contracts and lobbying filings on a limited budget, is remarkable — made more
so by the fact that sources were often too frightened to speak, fearing reprisals, legal
consequences, or wWorse.

Second Place

“Disarming Environmental Disinformation”

The International Center For Journalists
Third Place
“Uncovered: Real Estate Secrecy and Sanctions in the South”

Tony Bartelme, John Dell’Osso, Thad Moore, Glenn Smith and Christian Boschult of The
Post and Courier and The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Newspapers news series in top 20 media market
First Place

“Atlanta Journal-Constitution Data Surge”

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution Staff

Judges’ comments: The AJC's series paints a vivid picture of what could be around the
corner for Atlantans and their landscape as more and more mega-sized data centers
follow the "digital gold rush" to metro Atlanta. Along with the pros that this booming
industry can deliver (jobs and tax revenue), the series also identifies cons — many
voiced by neighbors of existing centers in Virginia, currently the top data center market
in the U.S. The reporting and visual components offer a clear warning — for Atlanta and
beyond — of the need for thoughtful planning for these centers as Al and cloud storage
needs grow.

Second Place

“Failure to Treat, Failure to Protect”

Stephanie Zimmermann and Frank Main
Chicago Sun-Times
Third Place

"Hospitals and Guardianship"

Emily Hoerner, Christy Gutowski and Lisa Schencker


https://veza.news/investigative-series/the-trump-africa-divide/
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/11/how-a-green-gold-rush-in-the-amazon-led-to-dubious-carbon-deals-on-indigenous-lands/
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/special_reports/aiken-money-laundering-real-estate-nigeria-dasuki-charges/article_f66cd830-995e-11ef-926f-f79d2b2cadd2.html
https://www.ajc.com/business/2025/12/why-big-tech-sees-georgia-farmland-as-ripe-for-data-centers/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/chicago-downtown-attacks-mental-health-system?utm_content=nvg
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/11/23/guardianship-chicago-hospitals/?utm_campaign=source-feedback

Chicago Tribune

Newspapers news series not in top 20 media market
First Place

“VICIOUS: An Investigation into How Ohio Laws Fail Thousands of Dog Attack Victims”

Staff of Columbus Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal, Cincinnati Enquirer and Canton
Repository

Judges’ notes: Lax laws on vicious dogs in Ohio got a rewrite after a coalition of
newspapers examined mauling cases statewide, exposing how sometimes-deadly
attacks held little accountability.

Second Place

“Invisible Killer”

Max Filby, Danae King and Samantha Hendrickson
The Columbus Dispatch
Third Place

“Actual Innocence: A Fight for Justice, 48 Years in the Making”

Jessie Christopher Smith
The Oklahoman

Newspapers local interest column on variety of subjects
First Place

Lisa Falkenberg

Houston Chronicle

Judges’ comments: Falkenberg writes with grace and the authority that comes from
solid reporting. The columns were clearly thought out on an original premise and ended
with either a call to action or something the reader couldn't shake.

Second Place

“The 2025 New Jersey Governor's Race”

Tom Martello

NJ Advance Media
Third Place

Scott Maxwell

Orlando Sentinel


https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/crime/2025/03/08/how-ohios-dangerous-dog-laws-fail-victims-who-are-attacked-and-maimed/74631614007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/local/2025/11/20/radon-gas-cancer-ohio-investigation-politicians/86061778007/
https://www.oklahoman.com/story/news/2025/02/23/glynn-ray-simmons-oklahoma-wrongful-conviction-actual-innocence/78604244007/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/lisa-falkenberg/article/camp-mystic-flood-survivors-face-online-hate-20762054.php
https://www.nj.com/politics/2025/04/jack-ciattarelli-will-be-njs-next-governor-unless-trump-screws-him.html
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/11/14/maxwell-orlando-ranks-49th-out-of-50-in-wages/

Newspapers special or feature column on one subject
First Place

Mark Lamster

Dallas Morning News

Judges’ comments: Mark Lamster's authoritative perspective, knife-edge and often
hilarious writing, is everything a reader would want in a critic, in this case, architectural
criticism. One example: "Of all the irresponsible, ill-conceived, short-sighted, counter-
productive, cynical, philistine and downright dumb ideas I've heard in my time writing
about Dallas, the prospect of razing City Hall stands alone. Demolishing architect .M.
Pei’s iconic building would be an act of epic mismanagement indefensible on aesthetic,
environmental, financial or moral grounds."

Second Place

MacKenzie Chung Fegan

San Francisco Chronicle
Third Place

"A Presidency For Sale"

Mohamad Bazzi

Guardian US

Newspapers editorial writing
First place

Emily Hoeven

San Francisco Chronicle

Judges’ comments: Emily Hoeven looks at California's approach to mental iliness,
shows how it not only does not help the patient, but also harms the public. She issues a
call to action: Develop an evidence-based discharge plan for the patient.

Second place

Tony Quesada

San Antonio Express-News
Third place

“A Policy of Denial: Houston's Silence Enables Trump's Immigration Dragnet”

Regina Lankenau

The Houston Chronicle


https://www.dallasnews.com/arts-entertainment/architecture/2025/10/15/lamster-keep-your-hands-off-dallas-city-hall/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/restaurants/article/thomas-keller-french-laundry-20290670.php
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/oct/29/jared-kushner-financial-ties-trump
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/emilyhoeven/article/california-sausalito-housing-20759785.php
https://www.expressnews.com/opinion/editorial/article/robert-roberson-forensic-appeal-20780981.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/editorials/article/houston-ice-raid-police-fear-immigrants-hpd-scotus-21042697.php

Newspapers sports opinion by an individual
First place

Steve Politi

NJ Advance Media

Judges’ comments: Steve Politi tells stories of what's wrong with high school sports, of
a coach's commitment to his players, and of a football star who was a legend in his
hometown. It was all great stuff, we couldn't put it down. Bravo.

Second place

David Murphy

The Philadelphia Inquirer
Third place

Tom Silverstein

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

tom.silverstein@jrn.com

Newspapers sports news writing by an individual or team
First Place

“Phillies Talk”

Scott Lauber

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Judges’ comments: Scott Lauber writes in a clippy, insightful and engaging way about
topics that Phillies fans are talking and thinking about: Batting orders. The weirdness of
trade time. The rise of the torpedo bat. This is a reporter who knows his beat, his talents
and best of all, his audience -- the baseball-loving readers of the Inquirer. Keep it up.

Second Place

Jason Wolf

The Arizona Republic

Third Place

“NIL at the University of lllinois”

Stacy St. Clair and Jodi S. Cohen

Chicago Tribune/ProPublica


https://www.nj.com/highschoolsports/2025/03/anthony-knox-jrs-tainted-wrestling-title-epitomizes-all-thats-wrong-in-high-school-sports-politi.html
https://www.inquirer.com/sixers/jay-wright-knicks-coaching-search-candidate-20250604.html
https://www.packersnews.com/story/sports/nfl/packers/2025/11/11/packers-coach-matt-lafleur-needs-to-bring-in-some-help-on-offense/87195060007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx52p001350c001350e008500v11xx52d--94--b--94--&gca-ft=142&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.inquirer.com/phillies/phillies-lineup-leadoff-schwarber-turner-harper-spring-training-roster-20250228.html
https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/nfl/2025/09/03/nfl-walter-payton-charity-nonprofit-compliance/85932998007/
https://www.propublica.org/article/university-illinois-nil-basketball-college-sports-ncaa-endorsements-disclosures

Newspapers sports feature by an individual or team
First Place

Alex Coffey

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Judges’ comments: A basketball coach who can't speak due to ALS but still helps the
Bucknell basketball team break down a zone defense. Remembering an Eagles fan and
true friend lost in the New Orleans terrorist attacks. A pilgrimage to the small western
Pennsylvania town where a Hall of Famer was just one of the guys. Alex Coffey's stories
connect with what's most compelling about sports -- the way that sports are played but
more important how sports reveal character, for the players on the field and for all of us.

Second Place

Mike Sielski

The Philadelphia Inquirer
Third Place

Sam McDowell

The Kansas City Star

Newspapers feature writing by an individual in top 20 media market
First Place

Reid Forgrave

Minnesota Star Tribune

Judges’ comments: The time Reid Forgrave invests in getting to know his subjects
translates into compelling and compassionate stories about hope, grief, fear and
perseverance. All well-written and rich in details.

Second Place

Adam Clark

NJ Advance Media
Third Place

‘It Broke Me”

William Wan

The Washington Post

Newspapers feature writing by an individual not in top 20 media market

First Place


https://www.inquirer.com/college-sports/a/pat-behan-als-bucknell-basketball-assistant-coach-20250122.html
https://www.inquirer.com/sports/a/sylvester-stallone-rocky-howie-steindler-murder-burgess-meredith-20250604.html
https://www.startribune.com/the-monster-inside-of-me-one-minnesota-familys-struggle-through-the-darkness-of-opioid-addiction/601370588
https://www.nj.com/news/2025/01/requiem-for-a-groundhog.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2025/white-tiger-764-fbi-search/

Theoden Janes

The Charlotte Observer

Judges’ comments: Theoden Janes makes you feel the raw emotions of people facing
some of the worst life can give. And in kind, you may put yourself in their proverbial
shoes as you read these stories. Beautifully told.

Second Place

Blake Nelson

The San Diego Union Tribune
Third Place

“Beyond the Oklahoma headlines”

Jenni Carlson

The Oklahoman

Newspapers business news coverage, commentary and/or columns.
First Place

“Dollars for Detention”

Shirsho Dasgupta
Miami Herald

Judges’ notes: Shirsho Dasgupta looks at two contractors who are key to Florida's
efforts to detain illegal immigrants and house them in 'Alligator Alcatraz' and how the
state attempted to conceal its dealings with them and other contractors. Excellent
reporting.

Second Place

“CURE Awash in Complaints. L awsuits”

Chad Livengood
The Detroit News
Third Place
“Zombie Debt”

Bloomberg staff

Newspapers education writing

First Place


https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article299519974.html
https://www.oklahoman.com/story/news/2025/04/13/oklahoma-city-bombing-children-of-victims-symbols-city-growth/81752124007/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/immigration/article311564254.html
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/2025/08/13/auto-insurer-cure-fraud-michigan/77716049007/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-zombie-debt-collectors-mortgage-loans/

“Unchecked: Hidden Risks of Al in Education”

Sharon Lurye of The Associated Press
and Claire Bryan of The Seattle Times

Judges’ comments: This series pinpointed unexpected hidden Al risks with a red flag
warning for students and institutions. Well-written and spot on in today's digital world.

Second Place

“Florida's Supercharged School Voucher Program: An investigation”

Annie Martin and Leslie Postal
Orlando Sentinel
Third Place

“Chicago Graduation Rate Rises as Absenteeism Surges”

Sarah Karp, WBEZ/Chicago Sun-Times, Mila Koumpilova and Kae Petrin, Chalkbeat

Newspapers health or science writing
First Place

“Standard of Fear”

Lauren Caruba and Marin Wolf
Dallas Morning News

Judges’ comments: This series about the impact of the state's ban on abortions isn't
just about babies. It is also about women's health care and family decisions about where
to live, work and create families. The series provides a mirror into the soul of Texas and
its political leanings.

Second Place

“Cancer Capitalism”

Bloomberg staff
Third Place

“Broken Practice”

David Olson, Arielle Martinez and Josh Solomon

Newsday

Newspapers environmental writing In top 20 media market

First Place


https://apnews.com/article/ai-school-chromebook-gaggle-goguardian-securly-25a3946727397951fd42324139aaf70f
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2025/02/12/millions-flow-to-wealthy-families-pricey-private-schools-under-floridas-supercharged-voucher-program/
https://projects.chalkbeat.org/2025/chicago-public-schools-student-absenteeism-increases/
https://interactives.dallasnews.com/2025/texas-abortion-ban-pregnancy-health-care-jeopardized/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/cancer-drugs-cost-more-than-ever-they-often-dont-extend-lives
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/investigations/doctors-bad-practice-jv6g7pz8

“Permian Toxic Water”

Bloomberg Staff

Judges’ comments: Great reporting, infographics and other visuals in the telling of a
story with serious implications for the local environment and land, as well as the larger
economy.

Second Place

“Floods of Trouble”

Alex Harris and Susan Merriam
Miami Herald

Third Place

‘Lead City”
Staff of WBEZ Chicago, Grist and Inside Climate News

Newspapers environment writing not in top 20 media market
First Place

“SC Monkey Business”

Marilyn Thompson and Mitchell Black
The Post and Courier

Judges’ comments: Incredible in-depth reporting on the history and current controversy
over monkey breeding for medical testing in South Carolina. Pieces were well-written,
well- researched, and the team clearly spent a lot of time on or near the island verifying
claims and doing the work.

Second Place

Caitlin Looby

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Third Place

“Tracking the Local Impact of Trump's Policies”

Sophie Hartley and Karl Schneider

The Indianapolis Star

Newspapers investigative reporting in top 20 media market
First Place

“Exposing Misconduct in L.A. County’s Historic $4 Billion Sex Abuse Settlement”



https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-permian-basin-geyser/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/climate-change/article288475951.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/environment/2025/06/26/chicago-toxic-lead-service-line-pipes-replacement-delayed-biden-trump?utm_content=nvg
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/special_reports/rhesus-monkey-island-research-sc-mace/article_a3183b47-bae4-4af2-ba6f-64b295a8875f.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/investigations/2025/07/02/tribal-consultation-gaps-revealed-in-enbridge-line-5-tunnel-project/84268142007/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/environment/2025/07/29/trump-climate-change-policy-epa-indiana-annoucement/85420109007/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-10-02/settlement-story-ab218-sex-abuse

Rebecca Ellis
Los Angeles Times

Judges’ comments: This incredible investigation started out of beat reporting at the
county courthouse and revealed layers of misconduct in a $4 billion sex-abuse
settlement from Los Angeles County. We admire the hours spent outside a social
services office, trying to find and secure reliable sources, the tenacity, the curiosity and
the results of this reporting. It's a crime that actual abuse victims' cases will have to wait
for a judge's review but recognize the swift results.

Second Place

“Veterans Affairs’ $193 billion disability program rife with waste and abuse”
The Washington Post staff

Third Place

“The Opaque World of U.S. Real Estate”

Staff of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution and The Post and Courier

Newspapers investigative reporting not in top 20 media market

First Place

‘Deadly Dust”
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Staff

Judges’ comments: Black lung is making a powerful comeback in America's coal fields
as played-out mines are scrubbed with machines that scour the last ore, releasing
underlying silicates scarring miners' lungs. When federal inspectors were going to be
eliminated in the region, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette dug into the issue, revealing
through poignant profiles the degree of suffering and the startling increase in silica
exposure. After the paper's series ran, the decision to cut inspectors was reversed.

Second Place

“Duty to Disclose”

Ashley Luthern, Ben Jordan and Mario Koran
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, TMJ4 and Wisconsin Watch
Third Place

“Hawaiian perks”

Jamie Goldberg

The Oregonian/OregonLive

Newspapers public service in top 20 media market


https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2025/veterans-affairs-disability-claims-fraud/
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/special_reports/aiken-money-laundering-real-estate-nigeria-dasuki-charges/article_f66cd830-995e-11ef-926f-f79d2b2cadd2.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2025/03/30/coal-mine-safety-doge-trump-spending-cuts-federal/stories/202503280062
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/investigations/2025/03/04/milwaukee-countys-police-officers-brady-list-is-inconsistent-incomplete-prosecutors/78390712007/
https://www.oregonlive.com/watchdog/2025/03/how-oregon-government-officials-scored-annual-hawaii-trips-and-5-star-lodging.html

First Place and BEST IN SHOW
“Tesla's Dangerous Doors”

Dana Hull, Emily Chang and Staff

Bloomberg

Judges’ comments: There's a question at the heart of this project that is almost
painfully simple: Why couldn't they get out? The Bloomberg team spent a year chasing
that after a Thanksgiving Eve crash killed three college students, not from the impact,
but because no one could open the doors. What followed exposed electric door handles
as a hidden gamble automakers and regulators never fully reckoned with. Original data
sets, FOIA records, and graphics telling readers how to escape their own cars ...
amazingly, information most owners didn't have. Federal investigations opened.
Legislation was introduced. Industrywide design changes followed. That's the full arc of
accountability journalism, and this team ran it all the way out.

Second Place
“Dangerous Roads”

Newsday Staff

Newsday
Third Place
“Killer Train”

Miami Herald and WLRN staff

Newspaper public service not in top 20 media market
First Place

“Investigating Vacancies at Milwaukee Public Schools and the Ripple Effects Harming
Students”

Rory Linnane
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Judges’ comments: Government offers no more important service than properly
educating our children. In Milwaukee, tight budgets meant a drift toward rewarding
administration of that by shrugging off the teacher drain and other fundamental metrics.
An analysis from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel illuminated the issue, and brought
about reforms. Milwaukee parents and generations hence are well-served by their
hometown newspaper.

Second Place
“Slow Justice”

Kyle Hopkins, Marc Lester, Lucas Waldron and Zisiga Mukulu


https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2025-tesla-dangerous-doors/
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/transportation/dangerous-roads-crashes-x0sjti6e
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/article308679915.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2025/02/20/vacancies-at-milwaukee-public-schools-impact-vulnerable-students-most/78329038007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2025/02/20/vacancies-at-milwaukee-public-schools-impact-vulnerable-students-most/78329038007/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/crime-courts/2025/01/07/anchorage-police-say-they-witnessed-a-sexual-assault-in-public-it-took-seven-years-for-the-case-to-go-to-trial/

Anchorage Daily News / ProPublica
Third Place
“No Place to Sleep”

Hearst CT Media staff

Editorial cartoons
First Place

Jeff Koterba

Cagle Cartoons

Judges’ comments: Jeff's cartoons capture what people are thinking, feeling,
suspecting ... and do so in a clean, clever way. Donald Trump skiing around the truth,
leaving a woman's outline in his wake ... Lady Liberty sent back to Paris ... and so on.
Well done.

Second Place
Adam Zyqlis

The Buffalo News
Third Place

Rick McKee
Cagle Cartoons

Newspapers best political coverage
First Place

“Tracking Political Influence in Austin”

Taylor Goldenstein, Megan Kimble, Bayliss Wagner and Matt Zdun
Houston Chronicle and San Antonio Express-News

Judges’ comments: Houston Chronicle and San Antonio Express News provided
detailed portraits of the different ways power gets wielded in the Texas legislature
offering an up-close view of how the political sausage really gets made.

Second Place

“Inside lllinois Senate President Don Harmon's Campaign Contributions”

Chicago Tribune staff
Third Place

“Revealing the Intersection of Michigan Business and Politics”



https://www.ctinsider.com/projects/news/homeless-in-ct-48-hours/
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/koterba2026.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/zyglis2026.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/rickmckee2026.pdf
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/projects/2025/squatting-bill-evictions/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/04/09/don-harmon-election-board-improperly-accepted-4-million-campaign-cash/?utm_campaign=source-feedback
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2025/07/08/michigan-governor-gretchen-whitmer-fay-beydoun-business-accelerator-grant-medc-email-quentin-messer/84503989007/

Craig Mauger and Beth LeBlanc
The Detroit News

MAGAZINES

Magazines coverage of a major news event or topic

First place

“Fear on the Farm”

Emma Hinchliffe
Fortune Media

Judge’s comments: “Fear on the Farm” by Emma Hinchliffe intimately and sensitively
details the work of Beth Ford, chair of the immigration committee of Business
Roundtable, revealing how Trump’s deportation policy has deprived farmers of a cheap
labor force causing a rise in U.S. farm bankruptcies. Ford pushes a practical solution,
declaring, “Hope is not a strategy.” A fluid narrative draws in the reader and brings home
the realities of a politically motivated crisis.

Second place

“The Business of Trump”

Paolo Confino and Leo Schwartz
Fortune Media
Third place

“Erasing the Verdict”

Monte Reel

Bloomberg

Magazine feature writing by an individual
First Place

“A Teen in Love With a Chatbot Killed Himself. Can the Chatbot Be Held Responsible?”

Jesse Barron

The New York Times Magazine

Judges’ comments: We're told to "judge, not read," but it was impossible to stop
reading this story, written cleanly and compellingly about a tragedy that is unimaginable
and increasingly possible in today's technologically driven world. A mix of difficult truths
and empathy. Well done.


https://fortune.com/article/american-farmers-land-o-lakes-ceo-beth-ford-white-house-immigration-trump/
https://fortune.com/2025/03/25/trump-crypto-net-worth-real-estate-truth-social/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2025-12-26/trump-s-pardon-of-honduras-former-president-rewrites-a-landmark-us-drug-case
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/24/magazine/character-ai-chatbot-lawsuit-teen-suicide-free-speech.html

Second Place

“Inside the Trump Administration's Assault on Higher Education”

Emma Green
The New Yorker
Third Place
“Just Doing It”
Devin Gordon

Fortune Media

Magazine specialty news coverage
First place
‘Refreezing the Arctic”

Alec Luhn

Scientific American

Judge’s comments: Alec Luhn’s examination of the pros and cons of refreezing
seawater to replace a rapidly melting arctic icecap is a bold call to ignore naysayers and
attempt a dramatic and achievable solution to global warming.

Second place

“Espionage Enters the Chat”

Amanda Gerut
Fortune Media
Third place

“Long Live the Sex Scene”

Cosmopolitan Staff

Cosmopolitan

Magazine in-depth story or series on a major news event
First place

“The Strange and Totally Real Plan to Blot Out the Sun and Reverse Global \WWarming”

Karl Mathiesen and Corbin Hiar

POLITICO


https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2025/10/20/inside-the-trump-administrations-assault-on-higher-education
https://fortune.com/2025/01/23/nike-ceo-elliott-hill-sneakers-turnaround/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/can-we-refreeze-the-arctics-ice-scientists-test-new-geoengineering-solutions/
https://fortune.com/article/north-korean-it-workers-kim-jong-un-cybersecurity-nuclear-program-america/
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/sex-scenes/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2025/11/21/stardust-geoengineering-janos-pasztor-regulations-00646414

Judges’ comments: Authors Karl Mathiesen and Corbin Hiar capture the unsettling
ambiguity of a geoengineering plan to release reflective particles into the atmosphere in
an attempt to dim sunlight and “throw global warming into reverse.” Once begun, they
observe, it could take a century to reverse the darkening of the planet.

Second place

“The New Policy Playbook”

Marilyn Cooper, Mike De Socio and Ken Budd
Liberal Education
Third place

“Visa Power: How China is Buying its Way into America’s Heart”

Didi Kirsten Tatlow

Newsweek

PHOTOGRAPHY AND GRAPHICS FOR DAILY NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINES, NEWS
SERVICE AND SYNDICATES

Spot news photography
First Place

“Recoil”

Ashlee Rezin

Chicago Sun-Times

Judges’ comments: ICE agents, dressed in combat gear, pepper spray the face of a
protesting church reverend. The scene is steeped in the tension of conflict.

Second Place

‘Cape May Shark Attack”
Andrew Mills

NJ Advance Media
Third Place

“Mourning the Fallen”

John Roca

Newsday

Feature photography

First Place


https://www.aacu.org/liberaleducation/articles/clinical-trials-and-tribulations
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg01.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg01-2.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg01-3.jpg

“Ice Cream Day”

Tom Gralish
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Judges’ comments: How cute are little kids basking in the pure joy of devouring an ice
cream cone?

Second Place

“Italian Market”

David Maialetti
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Third Place

“Perch Pounce”

Derrick Z. Jackson

Sports action or sports feature photography
First Place

“Physical Game”

Grace Smith
The Indianapolis Star

Judges’ comments: There is basketball action and there is this perfect moment of
shear offensive will to score going against a bruising defense with the entire arena as a
backdrop.

Second Place

“State Golf Sprinkler Jump”

Grace Smith

The Indianapolis Star
Third Place

“World Series Walk-off”

Keith Birmingham

Southern California News Group

Individual photo portfolio

First Place


https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg02.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg02-2.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg02-3.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg03.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg03-2-scaled.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg03-3.jpg

Andrew Mills
NJ Advance Media

Judges’ comments: Andrew Mills’ portfolio shows us New Jersey, from the coastline to
its cities with powerful, sometimes hard-hitting images. A well-rounded portfolio of great
single images.

Second Place

Ashlee Rezin

Chicago Sun-Times

Third Place

“Wildlife Wonder & Wondering & Worrying About It”

Derrick Z. Jackson

Staff photo portfolio
First Place

San Francisco Chronicle

Judges’ comments: This San Francisco Chronicle portfolio brings us personal
moments from topics as diverse as politics, natural disaster and sports.

Second Place
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Third Place

Newsday

Single day photo story
First Place and BEST IN SHOW

“ICE Broken Families”

Carol Guzy
Miami Herald

Judges’ comments: Capturing the heartbreak of broken families resulting from the
brutal methods of ICE detention made Ms. Guzy's portfolio stand out from the many
entries focusing on ICE action and anti-ICE protests. Her photos showed ICE detention
methods, but with each action she showed the loss and heartbreak instilled in the
families of the detainees.

Second Place

“Black Rodeo”


https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg04.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg04-2.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg04-3small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg05-small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg05-2small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg05-3small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg06small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg06-2small.pdf

David Maialetti

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Third Place

‘Chicago Under ICE - October 4, 2025”

Anthony Vazquez Candace Dane Chambers

Chicago Sun-Times

Multiple day photo story
First Place

“Fighting to Survive”

Laurie Skrivan
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Judges’ comments: This was an outstanding category with all three winning portfolios
containing compelling images of destruction of both property (from natural disasters and
pilot error) and personal lives (from drug addiction). But the most compelling portfolio
came from aftermath of a tornado that stuck St. Louis. We see families relegated to
living on the street or in their cars for months, because help never arrived and rebuilding
never began.

Second Place

“Plane Crash in Philly”

The Philadelphia Inquirer staff
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Third Place

“The Thin Line”

Gabrielle Lurie

San Francisco Chronicle

Portrait
First Place

“West Indian Day Parade

Alejandra Villa Loarca

Newsday


https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg06-3small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg07small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg07-2small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pg07-3small.pdf
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/HeadlinerPortrait04-scaled.jpg

Judges’ comments: This portrait brought smiles to our faces because it captures the
pure joy of celebrating one's culture.

Second Place

“Senior Powerlifters”

Alejandra Villa Loarca
Newsday

Third Place

[i

‘Race Day”
Steve Pfost

Newsday

Pictorial

First Place

‘Sailing”

Grace Smith

The Indianapolis Star

Judges’ comments: Pictorial photographs succeed because of their artistry. The winner
was a delicate depiction of sailboats and their reflection in the water.

Second Place

“Ben Franklin Bridge sunset”

Monica Herndon
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Third Place

“Steaming Through the Morning”

Andy Morrison
The Detroit News

ONLINE

DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA OPEN TO ALL NEWS ORGANIZATIONS

Civic/political affairs podcast


https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/HeadlinerPortrait03.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/HeadlinerPortrait01.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/03_GraceSmithSportsPhotojournalistOfTheYear-scaled.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/SUNSETS-10-01-25.jpg
https://www.headlinerawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/pictorial3rd.jpg

First Place

‘The Rise and Fall of Agency Power: From Chevron Deference to Loper Bright”

Matthew Schwartz and Josh Block
Bloomberg Industry Group

Judges’ comments: Bloomberg Law's Rise and Fall of Agency Power transformed a
very mundane legal subject into a highly informative and amusing listen that made the
case come alive. The series featured excellent sound design, well-written storytelling,
strong narration, and smile-inducing cultural moments - like the brief use of music from
Schoolhouse Rock. A great job from start to finish!

Second Place

‘NPR's Embedded: Alternate Realities”
Zach Mack and the Embedded Staff
NPR

Third Place

‘ABC Audio: Start Here”

ABC News staff

Narrative podcast

First Place

‘Fumed - Public Health Watch”
Public Health Watch Staff

Judges’ comments: This podcast has strong storytelling and characters from the
beginning. While it had a very strong sense of place in Texas, especially with a use of
natural sound, the broad strokes of this important investigation could apply to any
number of communities in America struggling with environmental challenges brought on
by companies who are seemingly beholden to no one. It was also well written, well
voiced and succinct.

Second Place

“The Other Moonshot”

Joanne Higgins and LAist staff
LAist

Third Place

“Scratch and Win”

The Staff of Scratch and Win



https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/uncommon-laws-5-part-series-the-rise-and-fall-of-agency-power-from-chevron-deference-to-loper-bright
https://www.npr.org/series/1269510657/nprs-embedded-alternate-realities
https://abcaudio.com/podcasts/start-here/
https://publichealthwatch.org/fumed/
https://laist.com/shows/la-made
https://www.wgbh.org/podcasts/scratch-win

GBH News

Narrative podcast focused on a single incident, person or time
First Place

“American Shrapnel”

John Archibald, Becca Andrews, John Hammontree and AL.com staff
AL.com

Judges’ notes: A first-hand account of how a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist tracked a
story of murder and destruction. A look behind the curtain that’s behind the curtain. The
basics of how an investigation is conducted. Well suited to the podcast medium with
strong natural sound and scene building.

Ashley Remkus
Second Place

“Click Here: ERASED”

Dina Temple-Raston, Sean Powers, Karen Duffin, and Megan Detrie
Click Here podcast from Recorded Future News

Third Place

‘Becoming Bovino”

Chicago Public Media staff

Chicago Public Media

Information podcast
First Place

“College Uncovered”

Jon Marcus and Kirk Carapezza
The Hechinger Report and GBH

Judges’ comments: Each episode was an easy listen replete with strong reporting and
natural sound. They featured three discrete issues affecting colleges, including an
intriguing look at the growing student body gender gap and what some colleges are
doing to address that problem. A very effective mix that bounced seamlessly between
insights from students, school administrators and the hosts. A relatable podcast that fit
the category perfectly.

Second Place

“Click Here: North Korea’s Secret Army of Hackers”



https://www.al.com/topic/american-shrapnel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WXPYzsufNo
https://www.wbez.org/the-rundown-chicago-news-podcast/2025/12/23/becoming-bovino?subscription=true
https://hechingerreport.org/college-uncovered-the-missing-men/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DirhHwMTSFk

Dina Temple-Raston, Sean Powers, Karen Duffin and Megan Detrie
Click Here podcast from Recorded Future News

Third Place

‘Who Gets to be Native in America”

Anisa Khalifa and Jerad Walker

WUNC

Criminal justice and/or crime podcast
First Place

‘Untested”

Gina Barton and Austin Fast

USA TODAY

Judges’ comments: Really strong investigative work that took years to compile.
Exhaustive research and the effort to carefully and thoughtfully work with victims really
made this podcast standout.

Second Place

“CNN Presents: Tortured Justice with Omar Jimenez”

Omar Jimenez and CNN Presents Staff

CNN

Third Place

“ABC Audio | Bad Rap: The Case Against Diddy”
ABC News Staff

Sports podcast
First Place

“Chasing Basketball Heaven”

Nick Altschuller, Rich Levine and Craig Kilborn
ESPN 30 for 30 Podcasts

Judges’ comments: This series was well-produced, well-written and chock full of
sound. A listening delight for a diehard basketball fan.

Second Place

“Inside the Arena: A Seattle Sports Podcast”



https://www.wunc.org/podcast/the-broadside/2025-02-06/who-gets-to-be-native-in-america
https://art19.com/shows/untested
https://www.cnn.com/audio/podcasts/cnn-presents/episodes/5a054444-883e-11f0-8d41-579fa5d98d5b
https://abcaudio.com/awards2025-badrap-3/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/chasing-basketball-heaven/id1825899725
https://open.spotify.com/show/4HoZVpIRQT0I5LQPiOUqSq

Chris Daniels, Niko Tamurian, Bill Fesh, Wayne White and Darrin Tegman
KOMO TV

Third Place

‘unCovering the Birds”

Jeff McLane

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Conversational podcast episode

First Place

“The Belichick Effect and the Money-sucking Machine of College Football”
Anisa Khalifa, Charlie Shelton-Ormond and Jerad Walker

WUNC

Judges’ comments: A superb use of facts. An honest and much-needed discussion that
goes beyond sports.

Second Place

“50 Years Later, the Music of ‘Jaws’ Still Delights and Frightens”

Callie Crossley, Andrea Asuaje and David Goodman
GBH News

Third Place

‘Off the Radar”

Emily Gracey and Brian Pietrus

Sinclair

Investigative podcast
First Place

“Leaving the Island”

Olga Loginova
Type Investigations and Audiation

Judges’ comments: A very well-produced investigation into a side of climate change
that is likely to become more common. It takes a nuanced and novel look into all aspects
of moving a community from Isle de Jean Charles from the personal to tribal, state and
federal politics. Great audio and scenes, strong narration and evidence of a huge
reporting effort.


https://www.inquirer.com/eagles/eagles-podcast-jeff-mclane-saquon-in-the-snow-20250131.html
https://www.wunc.org/podcast/the-broadside/2025-09-04/the-belichick-effect-and-the-money-sucking-machine-of-college-football
https://www.wgbh.org/culture/film-and-tv/2025-06-13/50-years-later-the-music-of-jaws-still-delights-and-frightens
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/off-the-radar/id1681655299
https://www.typeinvestigations.org/investigation/2025/03/10/leaving-the-island/

Second Place
“The Last Appeal”
NBC Dateline staff
NBC Dateline
Third Place

‘Heat List”

Wondery and Vespucci staff

News video up to 3 minutes
First Place

“Inside the White Supremacist Compound Hiding in Plain Sight”

Rob Picheta, Meridith Edwards and Victoria Fleischer
CNN

Judges’ comments: It was clear this video had a lot of deep reporting to back it up. It
was strong and encompassed the important points of the reporting in a short amount of
time.

Second Place

“The Racial History Behind MARTA'’s Limited Reach in Atlanta”

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution Staff
Third Place

“Saving Okefenokee Swamp”

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution staff

News video 3 to 10 minutes
First Place

“Indigenous Youth Kayak Klamath River for First Time since Dam Removal”

Bronté Wittpenn
San Francisco Chronicle

Judges’ comments: The storytelling in this contextual, multifaceted video combined
stunning visuals, historical perspective, and a broad range of voices to give viewers an
exhilirating, emotional journey. It also gave them something that is often in too-short

supply: joy.

Second Place


https://www.nbcnews.com/thelastappeal
https://wondery.com/shows/heat-list/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/qHxWIuSpl3E
https://www.ajc.com/news/2025/10/riding-the-color-line-how-race-built-atlantas-marta-system/
https://www.tiktok.com/@soul_and_substance/collection/Saving%2520Okefenokee%2520Swamp-7578984819246353182?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQbBUSW6XcY

“Unpinned: The 30-year Rise of Girls Wrestling in Indiana

Grace Hollars

The Indianapolis Star
Third Place

‘Found On The Guadalupe”

Michael Anthony Adams, Linda Pattillo and Scripps News staff

Scripps News

News video 10 to 30 minutes
First Place

“The New Housing Crisis”

Bronté Wittpenn
San Francisco Chronicle

Judges’ comments: The wildfires in California are a natural disaster, but the challenges
of rebuilding of communities are more often the result of mismanagement and
indifference. In this film, the San Francisco Chronicle chronicled how widespread
underinsurance has stymied the recovery of Grizzly Flats, destroyed in the 2021 Caldor
Fire in Northern California. The film uncovers how the faulty algorithms and flawed
processes used by California's biggest insurance companies routinely underestimate
what their clients will need to rebuild. Then the film visits Los Angeles to show how
survivors of the 2025 wildfires are navigating these challenges in real time. Beautifully
filmed with compelling and emotional interviews, the film combines the best of cinematic
filmmaking and traditional journalism to identify a major culprit that robs communities of
their most precious asset: their resilience.

Second Place

“How the U.S. Automotive Industry Fuels Lead Poisoning in Nigeria”

Taylor Turner, Will Fitzgibbon, Ashleigh Joplin and the staff of The Examination
The Examination
Third Place

“We Mapped Out Gaza’s Deadly Food Economy | View From Above”

Business Insider Staff

Business Insider

CROSS-PLATFORM OPEN TO ALL NEWS ORGANIZATIONS

Journalistic innovation


https://www.indystar.com/videos/sports/high-school/2025/02/25/unpinned-the-rise-of-indiana-girls-wrestling-to-ihsaa-sanctioning/80045570007/
https://next.frame.io/share/7e81d461-7503-4c5e-917a-e87c87bb280e/reel/e2c362a8-2836-40d3-856a-427974e85ec0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kh5HW42fEII&t=2s
https://www.theexamination.org/articles/how-car-battery-recycling-in-nigeria-fuels-lead-poisoning-crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoTZItCldn4

First Place

“Starved for Care: A Multimedia Investigation of Starvation and Dehydration Deaths in
Local Jails”

Sarah Stillman, Eliza Fawcett, Matt Nadel

Investigative Reporting Lab at Yale

Judges’ comments: An investigative look at why so many inmates across the country
are dying of starvation would be award-worthy on its own, but the multi-faceted
presentation in this series shows how much greater such an investigation can be when it
is presented across platforms aimed at reaching diverse audiences. The graphic pocket-
size zines aimed at specific communities, their issues and their victims were distributed
to libraries, non-profits and even homeless encampments gave allowed it to reach non-
traditional audiences, many of whom most needed to know about the dangers.

Second Place

i

‘Strib Varsity”
Staff

Minnesota Star Tribune

Third Place

“‘Map: Where ICE was seen in Chicago”
Chicago Sun-Times and WBEZ Chicago Staff
Chicago Public Media

Digital presentation of a single news topic
First Place

“Scorching Cells: How Heat Threatens Lives in America’s Prisons”

Disha Raychaudhuri, Clare Farley, Travis Hartman and Adolfo Arranz. Reuters

Judges’ comments: How do you make readers feel the heat of a shared 70-square-foot
prison cell with an average nighttime temperature of 80 degrees? Reuters combined
strong boots-on-the-ground reporting, employed an engineering firm to do energy
modeling and then designed a compelling visual design that brought readers inside the
stifling cell. Reuters spoke to inmates and prison officials and also shared internal
temperatures records, developed data visualizations and shared their underlying data on
GitHub. "Scorching Cells" used the best tools of today's digital journalism to bring
attention to an important and overlooked issue.

Second Place
“The Vaccine Divide”

Staff



https://starvedforcare.com/
https://starvedforcare.com/
https://varsity.startribune.com/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/09/12/map-where-were-seeing-ice-in-chicago?utm_content=nvg
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/USA-TEMPERATURE/PRISONS/jnpwbejwlvw/
https://www.nbcnews.com/specials/vaccine-divide/

NBC News

Third Place
“Pastors and Prey”
Staff

NBC News Digital

Digital presentation of a single features topic
First Place

“India's Digital Dream, Hacked”

Natalie Obiko Pearson, Suparna Sharma, Anand RK
Bloomberg

Judges’ notes: Some stories find their form. This one did. A deep investigation into one
of India's most insidious scams, told across formats that felt not just creative but
necessary — the graphic novel treatment among the more original approaches we
encountered, and never gratuitous. The illustrations and photography moved together
with intention, each element earning its place. This was design and execution that
served the investigation, rather than just illustrating it.

Second Place
‘80 Over 80"
Noah Sheidlower
Business Insider
Third Place

“Through Their Lens”

Anthony Vazquez, Brett Chase and Andjela Padejski

Chicago Sun-Times

Social media

First Place

“Chicago Under ICE Outreach”

WBEZ Chicago and Chicago Sun-Times Staff
Chicago Public Media

Judges’ comments: What distinguished this entry was a clarity of purpose ... journalism
that knew exactly what it was trying to do and did it. The storytelling moved across levels
with ease: news you could act on, explainers that illuminated, and an “ask me anything”


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/pastor-joe-campbell-abuse-nbc-news-investigation-missed-warnings-rcna202380
https://www.bloomberg.com/features/2025-india-digital-scams/
https://www.businessinsider.com/80-over-80-watch-video-read-all-stories-2025
https://chicago.suntimes.com/graphics/environment/2025/chicago-pollution-environmental-justice-south-side-health-photos-photography/?utm_content=nvg
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPWnDYNEfBO/

that not only gave information and answered questions, but showed some transparency
in how the work was done ... all shaped to honor the rhythms of each platform

Second Place

“Portland ICE coverage”

The Oregonian/OregonLive Staff

The Oregonian/OregonLive

Third Place

“‘Auschwitz Liberation: 80 Years Later”
Staff

NBC News

Independent community/local news site
First Place

‘BridgeDetroit's Best Work”

Staff

BridgeDetroit

Judges’ comments: A clear mission backed up with a depth and breadth of high-quality
reporting that puts Detroiters at the forefront.

Second Place

‘MLKS50: Justice Through Journalism”
MLK50 Staff

MLKS50.com

Third Place

Verite News staff

Verite News

DIGITAL JOURNALISM
Online investigative reporting for digital website on a national issue
First Place

11

| Love Hitler’: | eaked Messages Expose Young Republicans’ Racist Chat”

Jason Beeferman and Emily Ngo

POLITICO


https://www.instagram.com/reels/DO_veR1DGzc/
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZP898mcs2/
https://www.bridgedetroit.com/thechi%25C8%259Fila-collective-detroit-indigenous-land-bank-property/
https://mlk50.com/2025/10/01/no-school-no-fresh-air-and-isolated/
https://veritenews.org/2025/05/02/new-orleans-arpa-covid-latoya-cantrell/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/10/14/private-chat-among-young-gop-club-members-00592146?cid=apn

Judges’ comments: Deep research and, in some ways, original research. The
POLITICO articles by Jason Beeferman were outstanding, shocking and depressing all
at the same time. Beeferman pored over 3,000 pages of chats by members of the New
York Young Republican Club. Packed with racist, pro-Nazi and other stunning remarks
by these "future leaders," the POLITICO series was a red flag about the character of
these people. So much so that it had a major impact: Some of the people lost their jobs
over their remarks and the club itself was disbanded. Fine work of shining a light.

Second Place

“Strip Searches in Schools Traumatize Kids Over Minor Offenses”

Diana Dombrowski and Emily R. Siegel
Bloomberg Industry Group

Third Place

‘Kept in the Dark”

Mark Keierleber

The 74

Online investigative reporting for digital website on a local issue
First Place and BEST IN SHOW

“Missing the Bus: How Baltimore Failed a Generation of Students Struggling to Get to
School”

Staff

The Baltimore Banner

Judges’ comments: The Banner's “Missing the Bus” series embodies what the National
Headliner Awards stand for: stellar shoe-leather reporting, facts presented clearly, voices
that amplify problems, and thoughtful ideas for solving them. Through databases on bus
locations and Census data; interviews with students, parents and educators; and
analyses of roads and transportation routes in the city, Banner reporters showed that
students who didn't have access to a car were more likely to be tardy. They were more
likely to suffer academically. They were less safe. The series pointed out a path forward
with a yellow school bus system. The only piece missing: Commitment from public
officials to fix the problems identified.

Second Place

“Helene’s Unheard Warnings”

Jennifer Berry Hawes, Cassandra Garibay and Mollie Simon
ProPublica
Third Place

“A Deadly New Year's”



https://news.bloomberglaw.com/litigation/strip-searches-in-schools-traumatize-kids-over-minor-offenses
https://www.the74million.org/article/kept-in-the-dark/
https://www.thebanner.com/education/k-12-schools/baltimore-city-school-buses-HF3HHWC67ZF7BCRJ66WMB3VWDI/
https://www.thebanner.com/education/k-12-schools/baltimore-city-school-buses-HF3HHWC67ZF7BCRJ66WMB3VWDI/
https://www.propublica.org/article/hurricane-helene-evacuation-warnings-yancey-county-north-carolina?utm_source=youtube&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=propublica-youtube
https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/12/fireworks-explosion-shattered-lives-will-hawaii-learn/

Honolulu Civil Beat staff

Honolulu Civil Beat

Online investigative reporting for digital partnerships with other news outlets
First Place

“The Poisonous Lead Trade”

Will Fitzgibbon, Peter S. Goodman and the staff of The Examination and The New York
Times

The Examination and the New York Times

Judges’ comments: A deep, broad, international investigation into an international
disgrace -- car manufacturers profiting off of battery recycling in other countries that is
poisoning those workers and communities with the lead exposed for reuse. The writing,
depth of reporting and visuals combine in an package with a high outrage factor and
ongoing ramifications.

Second Place

“Jailed and Pregnant”

Mackenzie Mays, Jon Schuppe, Roberto Daza, Andrew Wallender and Diana
Dombrowski

Bloomberg Industry Group and NBC News
Third Place

“The Gaza Family Torn Apart by IDF Snipers from Chicago and Munich”

Hoda Osman, Emma Graham-Harrison, Frederik Obermaier, Maria Retter, Daniel Laufer
and Maria Christoph

The Guardian, The Guardian US, paper trail media, Der Spiegel, ZDF and ARIJ

Online beat reporting
First Place

“Unsafe Ocean”

Megan Tagami and Caitlin Thompson
Honolulu Civil Beat

Judges’ comments: Civilbeat's stories on Hawai‘i drownings was the winner for beat
reporting but it could have also been a standout for investigative or public service.
Drownings in this tourism state? Don't think tourists. Many residents do not know how to
swim. About half of all kids have not learned. It's the leading cause of death for children
ages 1 to 15. This revelatory reporting -- deeply researched with real people examples --
sparked the state to step up its anti-drowning push.


https://www.theexamination.org/articles/battery-recycling-nigeria-lead-poisoning-us-automakers
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/pregnancy-behind-bars-proves-deadly-for-women-and-their-babies
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/sep/09/the-gaza-family-torn-apart-by-idf-snipers-from-chicago-and-munich
https://www.civilbeat.org/2025/03/halfofhawaiikidscantswim

Second Place
“The Aftermath of New York's Prison Guard Strike”
Chris Gelardi

New York Focus
Third Place

Forward -- Film Coverage

Simi Horwitz

Online beat reporting health and science coverage
First Place

“Young Colon Cancer Reporting: Unpacking a Mysterious Trend”

Hilary Brueck
Business Insider

Judges’ comments: Solid reporting and storytelling on a topic of intense interest — why
so many young, healthy and fit people are dying of cancer. Great information here for
young adults and their families. The story exploring possible links between these
cancers and events during childbirth and the first few months of life is particularly
informative.

Second Place

“The Power and Politics of Food”

Sarah Todd

STAT

Third Place

“Saving Whitefish, and the Great Lakes”

Kelly House
Bridge Michigan

Online beat reporting government and political coverage
First Place

“How Project 2025 Has Unfolded Under Trump”

Eugene Kiely


https://nysfocus.com/2025/08/04/summer-heat-prisons-doccs-new-york-climate-change
https://forward.com/culture/792763/documentary-holocaust-gentile-righteous-among-nations/
https://www.businessinsider.com/true-cost-young-colon-cancer-crisis-2025-10
https://www.statnews.com/2025/02/12/are-seed-oils-bad-for-you-examining-science-behind-claims-maha-movement-rfk/
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/iconic-whitefish-edge-collapse-great-lakes-biodiversity-crisis-deepens/
https://www.factcheck.org/2025/09/trump-project-2025-and-the-dismantling-of-the-administrative-state/

FactCheck.org

Judges’ comments: A powerful deep dive that showed how Project 2025 was
implemented across the federal government. Excellent explanatory lookback at promises
made and kept -- with an easy-to-navigate presentation.

Second Place

“Tax Breaks Propped Up Troubled Memphis Apartment Complexes and Tenants Paid the
Price”

Michael Finch Il
MLK50.com
Third Place

“Members of Congress Repeatedly Violate Federal Financial Law”

Dave Levinthal

NOTUS

Digital newsletter
First Place

“Menopause, by The 19th"

Jennifer Gerson
The 19th

Judges’ comments: Menopause by The 19th is a crisply written, engaging newsletter
that is well-researched, and full of great information that SO MANY women can relate to,
learn from and depend on. The structure and voice are just what a newsletter should be.
Weighted vests! Hot flashes! Really well done.

Second Place

‘Al Prognosis”

Brittany Trang and Lison Joseph
STAT

Third Place

“City Council Notebook”

Malachi Barrett

BridgeDetroit



https://mlk50.com/2025/07/07/tax-breaks-propped-up-a-troubled-memphis-apartment-complex-and-tenants-paid-the-price/
https://mlk50.com/2025/07/07/tax-breaks-propped-up-a-troubled-memphis-apartment-complex-and-tenants-paid-the-price/
https://www.notus.org/new-york/ritchie-torres-stock-act
https://menopause.19thnews.org/p/lets-talk-about-night-sweats
https://www.statnews.com/2025/06/04/fda-artificial-intelligence-tool-elsa-stupidest-big-fuss-they-ever-made-ai-prognosis/
https://www.bridgedetroit.com/southwest-detroit-flood-leaves-big-questions/

TV / Radio

RADIO STATIONS
Radio local newscast, breaking news or continuing coverage
First Place and BEST IN SHOW

“Oak Flat: Past, Present, Future”

Gabriel Pietrorazio
KJZZ

Judges’ comment: The reporter hit the nail on the head with persistent reporting. A
respect for the community and the topic was evident in the quality of the information
gathered. And other news media soon followed this reporter’s lead for a story that'll
make a difference to the community’s understanding of the issues and process
surrounding what was an unclear history and uncertain future.

Second Place

“‘Annunciation Catholic Church and School shooting”
Staff

MPR News

Third Place

“When Disaster Hits Home: Ongoing Coverage of the Eaton and Palisades Fires”
LAist Staff
LAist

Radio local feature and human interest story
First Place

“Tribute Album Looks to Help Save Home of Hit-making Songstress”

Leah Scarpelli
Texas Standard

Judges’ comments: This reporter weaves the story of efforts to save a house in much
the same fashion the unheralded owner might have written the memorable lyrics now-
famous musicians used to leave indelible legacies.

Second Place

“You Cannot Take History Away”: For D.C., Black Lives Matter Plaza Isn’t Truly Gone”



https://soundcloud.com/mprnews/2025-annunciation-church-and-school-shooting-mpr-news-breaking-bews-award-entry?si=70e5d5316f474117b004a138ff23869d&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://omny.fm/shows/news-reports/highlights-laist-covers-the-devastating-2025-la-fires
https://www.texasstandard.org/stories/cindy-walker-tribute-album-all-her-fault-songwriter-mexia-texas-house-restoration/
https://wamu.org/story/25/03/19/dc-black-lives-matter-plaza-destruction/

Sarah Y. Kim and Tyrone Turner
WAMU 88.5 FM
Third Place

“50 Years Later, The Legacy of the Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald Looms as Large as
Ever”

Dan Kraker and David Schaper
MPR News

Radio local documentary or public affairs
First Place

‘AirTalk”

Larry Mantle and AirTalk staff

LAist

Judges’ comments: A far-ranging, intelligent series of discussions on vital topics, as
well as feature-oriented pieces that provide an insight into modern life. In one of the
episodes provided, the show demonstrated the innate ability of radio to gather
information and perspectives under pressing deadlines; the program’s coverage of the
California wildfires brought news and developments citizens needed to know into a
cohesive package.

Second Place

‘State of Addiction 2025”
Staff

WBAL-AM

Third Place

“The Metro”

The Metro Staff
WDET-FM

Radio local news series
First Place

“‘Who Owns Chicago?”

Amy Qin, Esther Yoon-Ji Kang and Andjela Padejski
WBEZ Chicago


https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/11/09/edmund-fitzgerald-shipwreck-legacy-continues-50-years-later
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/11/09/edmund-fitzgerald-shipwreck-legacy-continues-50-years-later
https://omny.fm/shows/airtalk/fire-updates-containment-efforts-damage-assessment
https://f.io/ZxgCpW8z
https://waynestateprod-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ad0226_wayne_edu/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=/personal/ad0226_wayne_edu/Documents/2026/2026%2520Awards/National%2520Headliner%2520Awards%25202026/The%2520Metro%2520081925.mp3&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp.Web&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied.view.6dcdd183-c1cd-4f01-a281-131fb21a6bb0
https://www.wbez.org/housing/2025/02/26/whats-behind-chicagos-growing-rental-affordability-crisis?subscription=true

Judges’ comments: This series smartly uses data and real voices to expose Chicago’s
deep housing affordability issues. The reporting is so strong a listener feels transported
to the streets of the city. Bonus points for the clever reference to Ferris Bueller.

Second Place

“|CE Detainees in a Crowded. Unsanitary Office Building”

Miriam Wasser and Simén Rios
WBUR
Third Place

“Trump Tariff Effects”

Russ McNamara

WDET-FM

Radio network newscast, breaking news or continuing coverage

First Place

‘NPR’s Coverage of President Trump’s Two 2025 Visits to the United Kingdom”
NPR Staff

National Public Radio

Judges’ comments: Against the backdrop of President Trump cracking down on
immigrants living and working in the U.S., NPR masterfully points out how he will be
visiting his mother's birthplace -- the place from which she immigrated to the U.S. No
irony, just the facts told with the highest degree of professionalism.

Second Place
“The U.S. Attacks Iran Nuclear Site”
Staff

Bloomberg Radio
Third Place

“Justice in Turmoil”

Carrie Johnson, Anna Yukhananov and Krishnadev Calamur

NPR

Radio network feature, human interest story or documentary
First Place

“Alaska's Crumbling Schools”



https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/06/05/milford-high-student-in-ice-detention-ordered-released-by-immigration-judge
https://wdet.org/2025/03/27/windsorites-annoyed-disappointed-with-trumps-treatment-of-canada/
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/14/nx-s1-5496445/trump-uk-state-visit-mother-scotland-outer-hebrides
https://omny.fm/shows/bloomberg-surveillance/the-us-attacks-iran-nuclear-site-awards-entry
https://www.npr.org/series/g-s1-101181/justice-in-turmoil
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/06/nx-s1-5293433/rural-alaskan-schools-are-crumbling-as-the-state-fails-to-provide-funding-to-fix-them

Emily Schwing, NPR and ProPublica
NPR

Judges’ comments: It takes the reporting of one intrepid journalist crisscrossing the
49th state to spur a state senate committee, students, educators, parents and many
others to begin to address the dangerous condition of rural schools, and tackle potential
remedies for funding formulas and ownership of the problems. High-quality reporting
exists through exploration of research and raw observations in this series of reports.

Second Place

“This Company Charges Disabled Vets Millions, Even After VA Said It's Likely lllegal”

Chris Arnold, Caley Fox Shannon and Quil Lawrence

NPR

Third Place

‘Population Shift: How Smaller Families are Changing the World”
NPR Staff

NPR

TELEVISION

Broadcast or cable television local newscast
First Place

‘NewsCenter 5 at 6 p.m.: Tragedy at Gabriel House”
WCVB Staff

WCVB

Judges’ comments: Outstanding coverage from a strong team of journalists covered
every angle of a tragic fire at an assisted living center near Boston. WCVB’s team
collected meaningful interviews with many surviving residents of the community, families
of some of those who had died, and the fire department’s chaplain. Their reporting
powerfully conveyed the impact of the event, connecting the viewer and allowing them to
empathize with those affected. Back at the studio, outstanding production quality made
this 6 p.m. newscast exceptional from start to finish.

Second Place

‘WESH 2 News at 4 p.m.”
WESH 2 News

WESH

Third Place

‘DCS: State of Failure”



https://www.npr.org/transcripts/nx-s1-5507111
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/07/nx-s1-5388357/birth-rate-fertility-replacement-pronatalist-politics
https://vimeo.com/1158868420/5a1fbafce0
https://youtu.be/kuWOQ2_gjDY
https://youtu.be/irio82fZWZI

ABC15 Staff
ABC15

Broadcast or cable television local coverage of a live breaking news event
First Place

‘Breaking News: Mass Shooting at Brown University”

WCVB Staff

WCVB

Judges’ comments: This coverage took us directly to the shooting at Brown University.
The strong use of on-location sound, along with a concise structure, made the
storytelling effective. The reporting built information layer by layer, and this created a real
sense of tension. Each newscast segment was well-organized and easy to follow as
developments were presented. Coverage stayed grounded in the facts, without
speculation.

Second Place

‘Manhunt for Brown University Shooter Ends”
WCVB Staff

WCVB

Third Place

“Mattress Warehouse Fire”
Staff
WBAL-TV

Broadcast or cable television local continuing coverage of a single news event
First Place

“Shielded from Accountability”

Charlie Specht and Sean Mickey
WGRZ-TV

Judges’ comments: On his way home late one night, a senior sheriff’s official managed
to smash into seven parked cars in his Buffalo neighborhood with his official truck. It was
his lucky night: His sister-in-law happened to be the one leading the traffic investigation.
She saw no reason to give him a breathalyzer. But his luck ran out pretty soon, as
WGRZ heard about the incident, and for nine months demanded answers from Buffalo
and Erie County leadership on how such a thing could happen. WGRZ cut through the
dense fog of official indifference and sustained the public outrage until local leaders


https://vimeo.com/1159307627
https://vimeo.com/1158940431
https://youtu.be/1RYZkCL32aI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUVnX_tM8jM

recognized that the reputation of local law enforcement was so jeopardized by the blue
shield that something had to be done. Persistent reporting won the day.

Second Place

“What Happened to Hayden?”

13 Investigates Team
WTHR

Third Place

‘Deadly UPS Plane Crash”
WLKY Staff

Hearst WLKY

Broadcast or cable television local feature or human interest story
First Place

“It's My Version of Retirement”

Jason Marks and Victor Nieto
KCRA

Judges’ comments: This is the story of the oldest rookie police officer in California
history, John Meyers. The 77-year-old law professor defies age and expectation by
successfully completing the police academy. Told with warmth and humor, the piece
captures both the motivation and challenge behind his late-in-life pursuit of public
service. Exceptionally executed by KC3 News, the story stands out for its thoughtful
production, creative shooting style, and well-paced storytelling that elevates a local
profile into something memorable and inspiring.

Second Place

“The Heart of Hudson”

Boyd Huppert, Chad Nelson and Rieta Buttaro
KARE TV
Third Place

“NH Chronicle: Virtual Dementia”

Karen Meyers, Chris Shepherd and Brennan Gassek

WMUR

Broadcast or cable television local sports story

First Place


https://vimeo.com/1162744425/384576db56
https://youtu.be/RDCQXhQUqVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lMpVqNCBlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq7RMtESXvw
https://youtu.be/Na7aDkz4vpk

“Meet the Wheelers”

Angel Salcedo, Mark Tramontozzi and Allan DiMaio
WCVB

Judges’ comments: It's a long way to the finish line of The Boston Marathon,
particularly for wheelchair athletes. Boston’s WCVB takes us along on their fascinating
journey, years in the making and hours in the execution. It’s a tale well-told and
photographed in the most personal terms.

Second Place

“I Am Sir Samurai; Three Weeks Ago | Died”

Jason Marks and Victor Nieto

KCRA

Third Place

“Lenny”

Chris Daniels, Darrin Tegman and Matt Landers

KOMO TV

Broadcast or cable television local public service
First Place

“At Risk”

Chris Vanderveen, Chris Hansen and Aaron Adelson
KUSA

Judges’ comments: Despite months of official stonewalling and dodging, a persistent
KUSA unit was able to bring Colorado authorities to task for dire shortcomings in the
state’s troubled parole system, where mistakes were putting citizens in jeopardy.

Second Place

“Seeking Death”

Dave Biscobing and Nicole Santa Cruz
ProPublica and ABC15

Third Place

“The Thin Blurred Line”

Jeremy Finley, Jason Finley and Erin Newnam

WSMV-TV


https://vimeo.com/1158939078/826f4658a7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HzrMLiLr0o
https://vimeo.com/1156383272
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BA-55Jb7Ab8
https://youtu.be/I37gHisQ8og?si=0eEd97s4DKw4gwwx
https://www.wsmv.com/video/2025/09/08/wsmv4-investigates-thin-blurred-line/

Broadcast or cable television local documentary or series of stories on the same
subject

First Place

“Tragedy in Paradise”

Andy Pierrotti; Luke Carter, Lindsey Basye, Baily Williams and Tim Darnell
WANF-TV and Gray Media

Judges’ comments: Tragedy in Paradise investigates how vaccine misinformation and
institutional failures fueled a deadly measles outbreak in Samoa, turning a preventable
crisis into a national tragedy. Through intimate reporting with affected families, the series
humanizes a complex global public-health issue without sacrificing journalistic rigor. The
story powerfully connects a distant catastrophe to urgent risks at home, transforming
foreign reporting into a timely and resonant warning.

Second Place

“Lessons in Betrayal”

Bennett Haeberle, Lisa Capitanini and Nathan Halder
NBC Chicago, WMAQ-TV
Third Place

“First Descent: Kayaking the Klamath”

Jessie Sears, Brandon Swanson and Evan Rodriguez.

Oregon Public Broadcasting

Broadcast or cable television local investigative reporting
First Place

“KARE 11 Investigates: Housing Hustle”

A.J. Lagoe, Kelly Dietz, Gary Knox and David Peterlinz
KARE 11

Judges’ comments: Millions of dollars flowed to housing scammers in Minnesota, the
nation’s cash pifiata for those who claim to advise and find homes for people in need,
until KARE Minneapolis and its venerable investigative unit started knocking on doors to
verify whether services were actually provided. One prominent scammer who had been
ducking KARE was tracked down in a parking lot in a Mike Wallace-style interview that
left little doubt something sketchy was afoot. Federal and state investigators followed in
KARE'’s substantial footsteps, and legal and legislative remedies quickly followed.

Second Place

“(in)defensible”

Dave Biscobing and Gerard Watson


https://vimeo.com/1112359621
https://vimeo.com/1154794399
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp-ybpjm_pM
https://youtu.be/DBvvfmeUgo4

ABC15
Third Place

“Dignity Delayed”

Lysée Mitri, Jack Noonan and Tamara Richter

KCRA

Broadcast or cable television local business and consumer reporting
First Place

“Skyrocketing Energy Bills Fuel Public Outrage”

Ben Simmoneau
WCVB

Judges’ comments: While many other public utilities are raising supply rates, Ben
reports on out-of-control delivery costs that stem from a well-intended state government
program that didn’t seem to properly account for the fact that its funding source would be
on the backs of current rate payers. Reporting looks at the intersection of climate
change and affordability, with a spotlight on legislators to fix short term problems that
resulted from too much emphasis on long term gains.

Second Place

“Recovery Inc. NUWAY”

A.J. Lagoe, Kelly Dietz, Gary Knox and Steve Eckert
KARE 11
Third Place

“Beauty Exposed: Sephora Kids, Cosmetics and California Law”

CBS News California Investigates staff

CBS News California Investigates

Broadcast or cable television local health, science or environmental reporting
First Place

“WBZ's Climate Watch”

Jacob Wycoff, Seth Szilagyi and Terry Eliasen
WBZ-TV

Judges’ comments: WBZ brings home a big issue with terrific photography as Jacob
Wycoff roams the region showing how climate change is altering the landscape, while
offering solution-based reporting.


https://youtu.be/EGOnwKSX53U
https://vimeo.com/1159351144
https://youtu.be/Xa5jOsrMPsM?si=JRcdJ6yiOms6aNPt
https://cci-q1.my.canva.site/beauty-exposed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mUUylF4jBw

Second Place

“Cleanup of Remote Montague Island Coast Marks Latest GoAK Mission”
Beth Verge

KTUU-TV

Third Place

“NH Chronicle: Medical Tattooing”

Karen Meyers and Chris Shepherd
WMUR

Broadcast or cable television local severe weather or natural disasters reporting
First Place

‘Deadly Kentucky Tornadoes”

WLKY staff

Hearst WLKY

Judges’ comments: WLKY took us up close to the victims of overnight storms that tore
houses and business to splinters, providing an arresting report on the impact to
Kentuckians trapped in fierce cyclones.

Second Place
‘Wildfires in Oklahoma”
KOCO-TV Staff
KOCO-TV

Third Place

“Carolina Impact / After Hurricane Helene”

Jeff Sonier, Russ Hunsinger and Max Arnall

WTVI PBS Charlotte

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators newscast
First Place

“‘ABC World News Tonight with David Muir - January 8, 2025”

Staff of ABC World News Tonight with David Muir

ABC News



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BegnFn9yGc
https://youtu.be/wgZW9t0ijmQ
https://youtu.be/n3UQ7-PJE3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-jDQUqUzcQ
https://vimeo.com/1162714174/91b1890530?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1159423156/6a8d3630cf

Judges’ comments: The team at ABC News transported viewers directly into the heart
of the Pacific Palisades as multiple wildfires burned out of control across Los Angeles.
Their bold, on-the-ground approach put viewers in the middle of the action, making it feel
very immediate. The visuals are striking as viewers are walked through events in real
time, with an unmatched sense of urgency. By connecting viewers with officials and
showing video of people forced to flee the fire with a literal backdrop of flames, the
compelling newscast created a truly immersive experience as if 3D glasses were being
worn.

Second Place

“‘ABC World News Tonight with David Muir - January 10, 2025”
Staff of ABC World News Tonight with David Muir

ABC News

Third Place

‘CBS Evening News, February 14, 2025”

Staff

CBS NEWS

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators coverage of a live
breaking news event

First Place

“ABC News: Los Angeles Burning”
Staff of ABC News

ABC News

Judges’ comments: An exceptional piece overall that brought viewers to the fires right
on the ground. To gain access like this took a lot of execution and a lot of planning on
the spot. The outcome was one that felt as urgent as the fires, with reporting that
captured so many aspects that people often overlook. The personal stories were
profound and the editing and storytelling was succinct and tight. The theme of people
and community was also a strong thread that made the piece work.

Second Place

‘Fire & Ash: Devastation in L.A.”
Staff

NBC Dateline

Third Place

“ABC News: Disaster in Texas”

Staff



https://vimeo.com/1159424152/e4f3c4e40b
https://cbsnews.cimediacloud.com/r/iGvRwjRLdlwX
https://ondemand.abcnews.com/playback/abcnews/2025/10/251007_abc_awards_ABC_NEWS_LA_FIRES_BREAKING_20_3200.mp4
https://f.io/BPi-cezY
https://ondemand.abcnews.com/playback/abcnews/2025/10/251020_tx_floods_20_4500.mp4

ABC News

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators continuing
coverage of a single news event

First Place

“CBS News: Famine in Sudan”

CBS Evening News
CBS NEWS

Judges’ comments: It took two years to even gain access to the Sudan, plus long
convoys into the interior to tell the shocking and heartbreaking story of how famine and
war are starving the children of the region. It is a stark exposé of how humanitarian aid is
weaponized by rival warlords.

Second Place

“Hallie Jackson’s Coverage of Epstein Survivors and the Giuffre Family’s Pursuit of
Justice”

Hallie Jackson and NBC News staff
NBC News

Third Place

“Chicago Crackdown”

Staff of Nightline

ABC News

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators feature or human
interest story

First Place

“Nightline - My Father’s Voice: Remembering Captain Pitts”
Staff

ABC News

Judges’ comments: “Nightline” bridges history and journalism in this moving, relatable
story, where a family is reunited with their late father, husband, and brother through
newly discovered archival footage from the Vietnam War. The piece showcases the
impact of preserving history, as journalists went beyond mere reporting to honor those
who served. It is a powerful example of how purposeful storytelling can heal a family and
create new memories.

Second Place


https://cbsnews.cimediacloud.com/r/fiVq0F3RhCnx
https://vimeo.com/1162686027/78356993bf?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1162686027/78356993bf?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-infospace-mm_fedextracking&hsimp=yhs-mm_fedextracking&hspart=infospace&param1=8uq8a9hdg7o9tioly99o4p7l&p=abc+news+nightline:+chicago+crackdown+youtube&type=ud-c-us--s-p-mpzlslzk--exp-none--subid-none&guccounter=1#id=4&vid=b85b84b7ae4ead84e1854bd30d6b3b15&action=click
https://ondemand.abcnews.com/playback/abcnews/2026/01/260115_abc_awards_NIGHTLINE_PITTS_10_4500.mp4

“CBS Sunday Morning: The Future is Here”

Jo Ling Kent, Reid Orvedahl, Jason Schmidt and Rand Morrison
CBS News
Third Place

“CBS Sunday Morning: Borderline”

Lee Cowan, Michelle Kessel and Chad Cardin

CBS News

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators sports story
First Place

“SC Featured: In Due Time”

Jose Alvarez
ESPN

Judges’ comments: The SportsCenter team masterfully chronicled the journey of
Rafael Campos, a PGA Tour golfer who was on the brink of leaving the sport after
repeatedly missing tournament cuts. As financial pressures mounted and stress weighed
heavily on him, Campos found himself at a pivotal moment in his career. The story was
brought to life through extensive time and travel, capturing both the personal and
professional challenges Campos faced. Viewers were taken inside the very personal life
of this PGA pro and his family. The entire production and post-production teams deserve
praise for their skillful use of graphics, archival footage, music, and natural sound, which
elevated the emotional impact of this impressive piece.

Second Place

“Monday Night Countdown: Snoop’s Life Lessons”

Rory Karpf
ESPN
Third Place

“College GameDay: The Guardian”

Alexandra Nolen

ESPN

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators documentary or
series of stories on the same subject

First Place


https://f.io/LsMvbsSc
https://next.frame.io/share/1ff6de14-a992-48c8-ac7f-031bfb3508ae/
https://vimeo.com/1072674948/542d58b2bc
https://vimeo.com/1118215967/7b270c7a8a?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1130425374/2cdbfa551a

“Richard Engel Reports: Twelve-Day War — From Inside Israel & Iran”

Richard Engel, Marc Smith, Gabe Joselow, Lawahez Jabari, Amin Khodadadi, David
Lom, Mike Simon and NBC staff

NBC News

Judges’ comments: Richard Engel begins his series of reports by taking advantage of
unprecedented access granted to him and his team to show the major cultural shifts
occurring in Iran, from inside religious gatherings to government assemblies. He speaks
with leaders and representatives about Iran-U.S. relations in what begins as a hopeful
pursuit of peace and negotiation, which is shattered by bombings just steps away from
his own hotel. In reporting reminiscent of embedded journalists during the Persian Gulf
war, Engel traverses borders to get both sides of the situation, and the complex stories
of those caught in the middle as conflict escalates dramatically.

Second Place

‘ABC News Studios: Murder Has Two Faces”
Staff

ABC News

Third Place

‘RiskyRX”
Melissa Lee, Scott Zamost, Paige Tortorelli and David Lettieri

CNBC

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators investigative
report

First Place
“Pregnant in Custody”

Staff

NBC News and Bloomberg Law

Judges’ comments: The footage and births in this story were up close and personal in
a way that exposes the flaws in the system. The firsthand accounts were very
compelling making this a powerful piece of journalism that exposes the often-overlooked
realities faced by pregnant women behind bars. The storytelling also brought a sense of
dignity because as viewers, we heard from not only women, but we saw a school age
child today that was born in prison. A nice touch. This was not a new topic, but a new
approach that worked well.

Second Place
‘60 Minutes: "The Mystery of the Eagle S"
Bill Whitaker, Oriana Zill de Granados and Emily Gordon



https://vimeo.com/1158969125/366c2135ea?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1095962328/7117bd12a5?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1146427820?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWit4mpL03k
https://app.cimediacloud.com/mediaboxes/ec5b348d70d9434297859f018a6a7f65

CBS News

Third Place

‘CBS Sunday Morning/Marshall Project: True... or False?”
Erin Moriarty, Sari Aviv, Shoshana Walter and Ed Givnish
CBS News

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators news magazine
program

First Place

‘48 Hours: It's about Danni”
48 Hours

CBS News

Judges’ comments: A transplanted retired LAPD cop takes on the challenge of
attempting to solve the 15-year-old case of a young girl’s mysterious death in Montana.
48 Hours pulls in archival footage from the original investigation, set against the
otherwise picturesque and peaceful country landscape. A chilling new law enforcement
video interview with the key suspect identified through modern DNA testing completes
the profile picture of the would-be killer as developed through the program. In the end,
the suspect faced his own justice, but the story doesn’t end there, as 48 Hours highlights
how the sister of the victim is urging for systemic change in the face of years of lies and
inaction from local law enforcement.

Second Place

“‘ABC News 20/20 - Lost in the Night: Who Murdered Jessica Currin?”
Staff

ABC News

Third Place

“Cursive Show”

Staff

InvestigateTV+

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators business and
consumer reporting

First Place

“Walmart's Wild West”



https://f.io/oTjmkCAC
https://app.cimediacloud.com/r/IfVRUZTFVCaE
https://vimeo.com/1157265970/af0fe9e3fc?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://www.investigatetv.com/2025/09/10/investigatetv-controversy-over-cursive-classroom/
https://vimeo.com/1154382904?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

Gabrielle Fonrouge, Paige Tortorelli, Scott Zamost, Sara Salinas, Jacob Pramuk and
Candice Goldman

CNBC

Judges’ comments: CNBC examines what happens when the big box store will do just
about anything to attract online customers, apparently including bucking its own internal
policies for vetting third-party sellers. A local pizza joint is one of dozens of legitimate
businesses who seemed to be selling not pizza, but health care-related products on
Walmart’'s website. CNBC shows it’'s a case of stolen identity and consumer fraud run
rampant, that Walmart doesn’t seem to want to reign in until this report initially went
public. It's a case of risk versus reward for both sellers and consumers, and emphasis
on “buyer beware” with the piece presenting key tools and techniques for customers to
attempt to sleuth out legitimacy before completing their digital checkouts.

Second Place

“Fault Lines — Gutted”

Fault Lines Team

Al Jazeera English

Third Place

‘Tainted Trust”

Spotlight on America staff
Spotlight on America

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators health, science or
environmental reporting

First Place and BEST IN SHOW

“In the Shadows with Jason Bellini: Drone War Medics”

Jason Bellini, Linda Pattillo, Nick Refuerzo, Dmytro Kovalchuk and Steve Turnham

Judges’ comments: “Drone War Medics” shows how drone warfare in Ukraine has
fundamentally changed battlefield medicine. Reporting from inside an elite combat medic
unit, Jason Bellini captures the human cost of saving lives under constant aerial threat.
Exceptionally produced under active combat conditions, this piece sets the bar for
documentary filmmaking in a war zone. It pairs powerful storytelling with a rare frontline
perspective and striking cinematography to create a truly immersive and educational
experience for audiences.

Second Place

“Fault Lines - The Last Lifeline”

Fault Lines Team

Al Jazeera English


https://youtu.be/EXkEwqKMN0I?si=Hx3WpTQl5xgEOcH7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3Xa6fSPSZw
https://vimeo.com/1139369153/211ab579ed
https://youtu.be/FUG5AHu4GQ4?si=L2V4OI8ZXjqI05Y2

Third Place

“‘ABC News Nightline - Pregnant and Brain Dead: The Case of Adriana Smith”
Staff

ABC News

Broadcast television networks, cable networks and syndicators profile
First Place

“CBS Sunday Morning: Taking a Bow-Michael Tilson Thomas”

Lesley Stahl, Amol Mhatre and Steven Tyler
CBS News

Judges’ comments: Lesley Stahl wields a baton in the swan-song profile of composer,
conductor and educator Michael Tilson Thomas, in this contagiously delightful send-off.

Second Place

“60 Minutes: The Indomitable Margaret Atwood"

Jon Wertheim, Nathalie Sommer and Kaylee Tully

CBS News

Third Place

“ABC News Studios - The Rob Reiner Story: A Hollywood Tragedy”
Staff

ABC News



https://ondemand.abcnews.com/playback/abcnews/2026/01/251231_abc_ntl_pregnant_brain_dead_1209_2500.mp4
https://next.frame.io/share/041c7f9d-6142-4f4f-a49d-ea9cb48cecd7/view/e7ff5a94-baa2-44e4-bdab-b27829a9b5a2
https://app.cimediacloud.com/r/3D7LowuWBbBf
https://ondemand.abcnews.com/playback/abcnews/2026/01/260128_abc_rob_reiner_20_2500.mp4

